THE   BOMB    FACTORY

This exploit brought the Chinese to their senses
and they began to be anxious about the mines before
the foundry was finished. It occurred to me that it
might be possible to produce mines without a thick
metal casing, and the Chinese eagerly fell in with my
suggestion to use empty petrol tins. We filled the
petrol tins with artillery gunpowder., placed a motor-
car plug in the middle and closed the tin. We continued
this highly dangerous work for three days, in a
laboratory full of gunpowder and dynamite, closing
the lids of petrol tins filled with explosives with the
aid of a red-hot soldering iron! In the course of
making, the mines might have exploded at any
moment, and that would have been a "big bang."

We made a total of forty mines, which the Chinese
buried in the roads leading to Urga, artificially freezing
the ground above the mines.

Meanwhile the foundry was finished and one fine
day we made a test casting. The previous day we had
agreed with the Chinese that when we had cast zoo
mines they would take all the prisoners of war then in
Urga by car to Pekin. We awaited the result of the
test with tense excitement. Unfortunately, the manager
of the foundry had blundered, and it was not the iron
but the bricks that melted. It was decided to obtain
fire-bricks from the gold-mine, and that evening
the Chinese General Staff held a protracted meeting
to discuss the question.